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CAD/CAM or
handmade!?

| prefer to

CAC — Computer
Aided Craftsmanship

Since the end of the 20th
century, we are confronted with
several modern solutions to
get our daily work done. CAD/
CAM started more than 20
years ago. Everyone thought it
will never replace the artwork
of handmade crowns, inlays,
dentures, partials...etc.

But as every one of us knows,
time didn't stop, and CAD/
CAM fled the market. A lot of
dental technicians were afraid of
it. Me too! But should we?

| stepped into the business at

call it

the age of 15, it was the year
1997 and I just finished the 9th
grade. | decided to look for a
job and started my 4 years of
study as a dental technician,

at my great cousin's dental
laboratory in St.Johann, Tyrol,
Austria.

After my examination in 2001,

I was stuck in daily business
without any perspectives for my
dental future. Every day just
normal cases. Nothing special,
nothing really challenging...

but knowing that the industrial
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players were aggressively
taking their part on the market.
In 2004, I was competing

as a professional dancer and
took part at the German Open
Championships in Stuttgart,
one of the biggest dancing
competitions in the world...
where | would meet my new
Russian dance partner. It would
not only change my career as a
competitive dancer, but it also
became MY biggest chance

as a dental technician and it
changed my life completely!
So, dancing brought me to
Stuttgart (Germany), but
Stuttgart brought me to
greater dental techniques! In
the first few months, I was

part of the team of Vincent
Fehmer's father (Vincent is

a very known young dental
technician and lecturer in
Europe) where I've learned
everything about telescopic
dentures -also known as
“German Cowns”. He was

the one who sent me to Jorg
Stuck, one of Europe’s best

denture technicians, to learn
everything about full dentures.
It was a very intense time in
this lab. But after a while, I got
the amazing chance to learn
everything about esthetic-
reconstructive dentistry

from one of the best german
dentists, Dr. Robert Strohkend|
Msc.est.-rec.dent. who runs
Stuttgarts “Leading Dental
Center of the World*".
CAD/CAM or handmade?

For me, that time was really
mind blowing, because I
thought I already was a
certified dental technician,
who knows almost everything
important to know. But he
showed me the differences
between what | knew and what
the crazy guys did!

OK, at this point, I really need
to thank Robby, that’s the

way we called him because

he taught and showed me

so much about esthetic-
reconstructive techniques like
no one else ever did before!
He was my biggest and most
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For the last check before | opaque the metal framework
and press with heavy body pastes, I use C- Silicone. It's
just a little safety check to be sure that I have enough
space for the composite. As you can see on the right
side, I used the impressions from the setup on the pre-
molars and molars. They are made of the composite when
you take the Tribos 501c Version. I don't use them when
I work with the Anax flask and have to do a cutback for
enamel layering. In this case I did a cutback at the anteri-
or teeth after pressing. That's why, you can’t see incisor
impressions in the silicone.
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The only way to keep our piece safe
A ”4PP(/ is to be better than the machines. And
L8 L that’s only possible when we are as one.
But we need to be careful. We don't have to fight against
FA r/EW computers and machines because we will lose this fight when

we stop loving what we do. We need to do our job with
passion and use technology as our tool. When we learn to

.y ~ - understand this, we will keep our passion and our piece of
: the cake. Together we have to stand. For our passion our
knowledge and our future!

Wolfgang Brugger
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ZAHN UNIKATE'

Sharing knowledge, the philosophy of the Dental
Technicians Guild is the reason why I joined the DTG
Affiliate Group.

As a single person, we are limited in growing. Growth is
the result of many factors coming together and working
together. For this reason, we do not have to hoard

knowledge but to share! The future is not coming, it's ZAHNUNIKATE by Wolfgang Brugger
already present. Machines are present and the industry Master Dental Technician Stocklleite Sa
wants the bigger piece of the cake. 6384 Waidring,Austria
www.zahnunikate.at | facebook.com/zahnunikate | instagram.zahnunikate
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